THRILL RIDE

DESIGNING THEME PARK RIDES AND MARQUEE ENTERTAINMENT VENUES PREPARED
THIS ENGINEER TO TACKLE ASBURY Fuhk S BOARDWALK REDEVELOPMENT
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Asbury Lases, got & major facelift and debuned 10 reve reviews
last year. Nearlog completion on Ovean Avene is the new
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the city's re enent wre the purview of Staz, Asbury Park’s

master developer, whisch is respossible for about 20 prosects |s

the dowmterwn arca. Madison Marguetre, Ladyman explained
decided 1o parener wi

Sackman Enterprises, a tharnd deveboper, specialines in rossoring

Sar 1o focus solely o the boandwalk.

L o IRDUSTIYMAG corm



A teacher and lecturer at the Pratt Institute, his designs
have been featured in Power and Motsryackt magazine, Cinefex,
USA Today, Toe New York Times, The Discovery Channel, and
Bloomberg Television. Film and video credits include exccutive
producer of special venue films, IWERKS Entertuinment and
Dream Quest Images, Toe Right Stuff, Mach 1 Adventure, and
Space Shuttle America,

BACK ON THE BOARDS
Opening a heavy steel doot in the pavement in 4 secure arca
near the boardwalk's north end, Ladyman revealed an under
ground tunncl running south to the Steam Plant adjacent to
the Casina, “That's how buildings along the boasdwalk were
originally heated,” he explained. Pointing at Sunset Pavilion, he
said, “All the buildings were originally designed with passages
under or over the boasdwalk because in the early 20eh century,
people couldn®t be on the boards in barhing suirs

“We're trying to time the redevelopment 10 pay homage 10
the past and be sensitive 1o today’s residents,” he continued.
“We see the entire town. The uplift goes from the downtown
to the waterfront, drives visstation, and enhances the experi-

ence.” At the Casine, newlyweds posed before murals painted
by profiessional artists, an artraction that began in 2015 as
project called Sea Change: Wooden Walls Art Install
“It’s become an institutional kon—it's so Asbury,” Ladyman
saidd. It was designed to be temporary, but people have fallen
in love with the murals. We try to attract different levels of
guests of all ages and tastes. That makes visitors come and
businesses want 1o be here, driving a Jot of the activity. We are

also socing i in retail, which is up about § percent.”

Ladyman added that the small seasonal watcrpark on the
boardwalk has boen “hugely sucoessfil,” and hinsed that moee
rides could be coming, an option that seems popular with the
public.

“We're not a mall, we're 2 curated experience,” be summed
up. “The evolution is to curate offerings to get people to stay
and live here, We've proved we are in it for the long rnen. This is
the future of Ashary.” 0

SPOTLIGHT

CONVENTION HALL

Convention Hall's majestic exterior was
designed by the same architects whe
desipned Grand Central Station, While
monst imarvel at its architecture, many fret
that ane of the boardwalk’s most beloved
structures is vulnerable to futsre storms,
George Ladyman, Jr., senior vice presi
dent and director of boardwalk redevelop-
ment for Madison Marguette, explained,

however, that significant protections and

upgrades have already been completed

The exterior promenades wese badly
damaged by Superstorm Sandy, and the
ocean-facing side has been closed since
then. Herulding Asbury’s comeback, bas/
restaurants opened on the north and
south promenades carly on. Now packed
in summer with action spilling onto the
sand, the north side Anchor Bar main-
tains an indoor space off-season

Coavention Hall ks alive with evenes,

retail, and dining options year-round. The
bkt

has 2 new, mallson-dollar roof

and wrderwent facade restoration and
restroom renovations. Inside the hall's
Grand Arcade, the terrazzo floor was
redone. Meanwhile, an array of upgrades,
inchuding superior acoustics, are making
the 1,600-seat Paramount Thestre sparkle
anew, and Ladvman reported thar the
Asbury Oyster Bar was recently voted the
No. 1 Oyszer Bag in the United Stazes on
Thrillise.
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ASBURY PAR
BOARDWALK

FIFTH AVENUE PAVILION

rk continues at the reimagined pavil

ion, where a new coastal cuisine restasrant
called the lron Whale is nearing comple-
tion adjacent to Tim McLoone's Supper
Club and the Robinson Ale House. On
the boardwalk level, the space will feature

an open-kitschen concept viewable from

the bar, a fireplace, an indoor dining room,
bar seating, and outdoos boardwalk din
ing A glass-enchosed sca-view restaurant
will occupy the upper level, which will
also house the renovated open-air band-
shell. A ground-floor bar is also planned.
The bandshell should open later this

year with music, movies, and other events,

“The restaurant’s second story will look out
on the performance venue
In December, in a surprise 1o locals

and visitors alike, Madison Marquette
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opened the Asbury Park Muscum, a
1400-spuare-foot temporary pop-up
exhibit in the pavilion

“The muscum highlights the rich
heritage of Asbury Park and pays homage
to begendary locals and their contributions
and accomplishmenss 1o this wonderful
ciry,” sald Madison Marquerte Property
Manager Ax
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STONE PONY SUMMER STAGE
A rockin® hot spot in season, the Stone
Pony's adjacent outdoor Summer Stage
sits om & lot that will eventually be
developed, which means a new location
musst be chosen, *With the rich history
and excitement the outdoor venue brings
1o Asbury Park,” said Ladvman, “we're
looking at opportunitics to keep that in
place, thus exploring ways 1o relocate and/
or create 2 new Stone Pony Summer
Stage performance venue, We have some

exciting locations in mind.

CASINO
Ladyman hinted that a revurn of the long
lamented Carousel is under consideration,
As for the empty Steam Plant south of
the Carousel and Casino structures, he
said talks with dining and entertainment
interests are ongoing and an announce-
ment could be imminent

“We're being thoughtful about the
process Iavolving the Casina, where some
design and development possibilities are
currently being explored. We want 1o find
the right mbx, [but) it must be cconomi
cally viable and maintain its characree" 0



